Farmer Experiences with the On-Farm Climate Action Fund:
Ultimate Recipient Allen Bent
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The On-Farm Climate Action Fund (OFCAF) is an innovative federal program funded by
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada under the Agricultural Climate Solutions initiative. OFCAF is
designed to help farmers embrace sustainable practices and aims to support producers in
knowledge transfer and purchasing of select inputs, materials and equipment for three
beneficial management practices: nitrogen management, cover cropping and rotational grazing.

As a recipient organization of OFCAF, Perennia delivers funds and support through its own
OFCAF program directly to Nova Scotian farmers.

Allen Bent, a recipient of the OFCAF program, met with Perennia’s OFCAF Technical Lead,
Georgia Lewis, to discuss using cover crops on his dairy farm and how the OFCAF program has
helped solve challenges to his operation.

A & J Bent Farms Ltd. in Annapolis County consists of 150 milk cows and 80 replacement dairy
heifers. With a 600-acre farm on a 7-year rotation of planting corn, winter wheat or soybeans,
grass-legume mix and companion oats as three years of forage; two major concerns for their
robust production have been erosion and soil compaction.
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“Our primary goal with cover cropping is to minimize erosion. Secondary to erosion, but also
important, is the goal to minimize compaction. We want to do this at an economical cost and
avoid sacrificing yield of the main crop to be grown.”

In an effort to minimize erosion issues, Allen has spent the past few years transitioning from
moldboard plowing all cropland to only plowing sod land and fall chisel plowing everything else,
aside from forage. While they had made strides in improving their land, the issues of erosion
and compaction were not completely solved.

In 2022, Allen made the decision to switch away from a plow for good and purchased a one-
pass LEMKEN harrow for primary tillage on annual crop in the spring and a minimum till ripper
for their sod land in the fall to address the compaction issues in that area. These changes have
brought about less erosion and less cost involved in working the land. “This switchover along
with the cover cropping we have undertaken leaves no soil bare through the winter.”

While managing to solve their erosion and compaction problems with tillage changes, the
trouble of maintaining cover cropping processes came to the forefront. To scale up their cover
cropping, Allan applied to the OFCAF program and received funding to purchase an air boom
fertilizer sower:

“We use it extensively for cover cropping and also
for accurate placing of our commercial fertilizer.
When we use this machine with a GPS equipped
tractor, we can spread cover crops and
commercial fertilizer in any wind conditions and
expect excellent results.”
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Allen has successfully used this new machinery to
frost seed clover into winter wheat in late March,
here in Nova Scotia.




Unclassified / Non classifié

Farmer Experiences with the On-Farm Climate Action Fund:
Ultimate Recipient Allen Bent

The OFCAF program helped Allen to offset the cost of this major upgrade and make their vision
for cover cropping capabilities a reality.

“We’ve seen that by implementing the cover cropping and greatly reducing our tillage system
that the land is rarely at risk for erosion or compaction. It is almost always green.”

Thank you, Allen Bent, for sharing your experience as a recipient of the OFCAF program with us
as a part of our Farmer Experiences collection!

Subscribe to Perennia’s OFCAF News email list to be the first to know about potential program
applications reopening and visit our website to learn more about the OFCAF program and
farmer experiences.


https://perennia.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=642ec925a6b70139cd668d4b0&id=0e9b713521&utm_source=Perennia+Food+%26+Agriculture+News+List&utm_campaign=a3002ef725-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_23_07_38_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-4e2b4b948d-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
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